
Ensuring Quality, Compliance, and Safety
ISO 17025 Laboratory Certification Requirements for Recreational Cannabis Testing in

Washington State

Introduction:
The legalization of recreational cannabis in Washington State has prompted the establishment
of rigorous standards for testing laboratories to ensure the safety and quality of cannabis
products available to consumers. ISO 17025 certification stands as a crucial requirement for
laboratories engaged in cannabis testing, emphasizing adherence to stringent guidelines for
quality assurance, compliance, and workplace safety.

Quality Assurance:
ISO 17025 accreditation mandates a comprehensive quality management system (QMS) within
laboratories conducting cannabis testing. Laboratories must demonstrate proficiency in sample
handling, testing methodologies, data analysis, and reporting procedures. Documented
protocols for calibration, validation, and proficiency testing are essential to ensure the accuracy
and reliability of test results.

Furthermore, laboratories must establish and maintain traceability of measurements, employ
validated analytical methods, and routinely participate in inter-laboratory comparisons to
validate their analytical capabilities. Through these measures, ISO 17025 certified laboratories
uphold a commitment to producing reliable and reproducible data, essential for ensuring
consumer safety and regulatory compliance in the cannabis industry.

Compliance:
Compliance with regulatory requirements is paramount in ISO 17025 certified laboratories
conducting cannabis testing in Washington State. These laboratories must adhere to
state-mandated testing protocols, which may include screening for potency, contaminants,
pesticides, residual solvents, heavy metals, and microbiological contaminants. Each testing
parameter necessitates specific methodologies and instrumentation, all of which must meet the
standards outlined by ISO 17025.

Laboratories must also maintain meticulous record-keeping of testing procedures, equipment
calibration, personnel training, and quality control measures to facilitate audits and regulatory
inspections. Compliance with ISO 17025 certification ensures that laboratories operate within
the legal framework established for the cannabis industry, safeguarding public health and
consumer confidence.

Workplace Safety:
ISO 17025 certification extends beyond analytical accuracy to encompass workplace safety
protocols within cannabis testing laboratories. Employees must receive comprehensive training
on handling hazardous materials, operating analytical instruments, and adhering to safety
protocols outlined by occupational health and safety regulations.
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Laboratories must maintain proper ventilation systems, personal protective equipment (PPE),
emergency response procedures, and waste disposal protocols to mitigate risks associated with
cannabis testing activities. By prioritizing workplace safety, ISO 17025 certified laboratories
create a conducive environment for employees while minimizing the potential for accidents or
exposure to harmful substances.

ISO 17025 laboratory certification requirements play a pivotal role in ensuring the quality,
compliance, and safety of recreational cannabis testing in Washington State. By adhering to
stringent guidelines for quality assurance, compliance with regulatory standards, and workplace
safety protocols, certified laboratories uphold the integrity of the cannabis supply chain and
protect the interests of consumers.

Through ongoing commitment to continuous improvement and adherence to ISO 17025
standards, laboratories contribute to the advancement of best practices in cannabis testing,
thereby fostering trust and transparency within the industry. As the regulatory landscape
evolves, ISO 17025 certification remains indispensable for laboratories seeking to uphold the
highest standards of quality, compliance, and safety in recreational cannabis testing.
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